Abiah Taylor House

East side of Brandywine Creek Road (LR 13103),
.1 mile south of Strasburg Road (State Route 162)

Copesville Vicinity (East Bradford Township)
Chester County

Pennsylvania
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUIIDINGS SURVEY HABS N6. PA-204
ABIAH TAYIOR HOUSE
Oa County Foed #15103 Just gouth of State Route
#162, Eost Bredford Townshlp, Chester County, Pa.
Themes P. Huwrney, West Chester, Pa.

Thisl?ﬁ&hem,huilthyml’ngﬁsh&mker, G-
taing sows of the original degign.

Originel snd subsequent owners: Ablsh Tsylor, sho bulld
thie 1724 house, deaded it to his dswhlier snd son-in-
lsw, Jonathen Perls and Deborah, hig wife. Thelr son,
Jogsph Park, conbinmued and in 177 Abish snd Smmiel
Teylor, great-grandsms of the bullder, purchased it.
Jobn end Sexahi (Taylor) Bally fonwad and then thelir
nephew and his wif2, Joel and Jane Scarlett. &he sold
the property in 1906 4o Semuel H. Parke, who sold 1t to

. the pregent oumer, Thomes P. Herney, In 3.‘._349.

Date of evection: 1724 - date stone in weat well
Arehitect, bullder, suppliers, ete.: hlogen

Uriginal pilang, comstruction, ete.: FPlan of the house
little, 1f aqy, cheoged. The one chimmey ig in the
north gide of the house, end the caller is only dug

out to the south of the chimey foundationg. At present
there 18 a trap door from the north room to the btasewent,
talcing place of the original ocutside entrance, eeast side,
wiich has been cloged by the addition of a stone kitchen,
gighteenth centwry . Pent caves wers ot e gouth side

Botes on alterstlicns and additions: s 1798 dirset jax,
Dapartzent of Intewmel Revenus, showsg thai the gtonae
kitchen additicn to the eant, 18! by 2Y, wap bullt in
the elghteanth century. A door hss bsen out Into the
south wall, making sn outside entrance there. The pent
eaves have rotted off, :

Inportant old views and referonces:

ﬁm J. ans,th?ut-hay and Gilbers Cope: Higtore of
: ormaylyenie, FPhiledelpnia: Iouis H.
Evaﬂa, .188.1, paga ,164. There ere slso mumerous late
nineteenth century omeards photographs In the Chester
County Historlcsal Society, West Chemier, Pa.
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‘ W Sawcesotinfomatimmslltobefam&
in the Chester County Historicsl Sovclety, West Chester,
Pe,, in clegsified printed and menuscript £iles under
hend.ing Eagt Bradford Township.Lends.

B. Hstorieal Events Comecled with the Strusture: Abdeh

Teylor wes borm in Dideott, Berkshire, England; he married

- Deborah Gesxring of Ferington meeting fwmer) of the same
eounty in 1694, He cane to Penteylvenia and settled in
Eagt Bradford township, Chester county, Pamgyivania, in
1702, He bullt & mill within a few yeors, which conbinued
to operste for nearly two centuries, Hiz firgt houss has
entively gone fyom view, but 1% 4s supposed to have been
very ndar his 1724 brick houge. The bricks weres burnt on
the place, a short distance south of the house.

C. Likely S:mrcea Not Yet Inveatigated: Hove erm
. &xpplmtnl Matwial Direst qmtstiona fron the follmeing
L. W Record " Vesh cheater, Pa., ?ebmmz-y 2, 1831.

TPURLIC SMB, or HEAL ESTATR. :
“PURSUANT ‘o an order of the (phans' Courd of thest &rmmty, willba
sxposed 1o publle ssle, on the premises, om Tuesdsy, the Sth of Merch
nexd, all that MESSUAGE, PLANTATION OR TRACT OF LAMD, late the property
of JOSEPH PARKE, decsased; situste in East Bradford township, Chesher -

» O the Philadelphis and Lancsster road, two milse from the
mughéfﬁ'esﬁ Cheator, {(which 1% iz now contemplated to commect with
Philadelphia by a rail-vmad,) bounded by landa of Ableh Toylox, Fmwor
Bradley, Ezrs Cope, Imish Hoopes, Benjemin Cope end others, containing
223 Acres more or leas, the Improvements are & brick house, drick barn
sd log stebling ammexed, s stone weggon-house, stone gpring houge in
which ig an excellent spring of water. The farm is handsomely divided
into convenient flelds, all of vhioch are gurrouwnded by good and sub-
gtantial fences, snd almost all, having & southern expogure; the build-
ings altuated in the niddle. There are about 58 ecves of good wood-lend,
Tiondoally Eziclmr;,r & Ylock-cal. A valusble veln of limestone rms
wough the farm, in whdch a quermy ay with 1ittle diffliculty be
opened, and om the farm is e good Loe-idlia. A fne s*‘ een OF water,
aufficiem Dor water-wonis, Tezaes she shols widis of i fract, m
1%, which may ba essily zade e water 30 or 40 acres of Ilne
'ma situation is very healily, the neighborhood mood, convenlend %c:
mills, achools, and plsoces of warship, all of which concwr to rendey
1t ane of the handsomest farma in Ches. co, TPersons wishing to pu-
ahiage would do well to view this farm for themselves. They will bde
#hewm it by applying to eithm-afthemxbscribera, the cue living
thareon, the other adjoining it.

uSale to compends &t 12 o'clock oa sald day, when attendence will

ba given by .
“Jotm Parke,  Adm're.”
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2. "Daily local Mews," West Chester, Pa., Jonuary 20, 1883:

Wi Helds, - Reuben John, of this borough, has shown us a plecs
of leadan window sesh and glasas taken from the 1little end old brlck
dwelling-tiouse which elands near to the Strasturg Hoed end e short
digtance this sida of Copa'e Bridge, on the Brendywine. Raleting to
this rellc M¥r. John furnishes us with the following: 'This house
wag built In'l724. The bricks wore made from olay procured & litils

south of whers the house stands., The house 18 loosted on a mound

ch is 5eid to have bean cnee & regular slope il ayound, bub the
yosd rmmngmthaw&at slde disfiguwred it to some extent, The
walls ave yoi sound end give pronise of continuing to stand as long
85 the Bgyptian pyremids if verxdal hards will bub permid them to do
Bo. At the time of this tuilding being ready for occupancy the
farly reaiding therein hed their nearest neighborg at Dilworthtown,
g of ocmrse they were oo good terms. Wiy should they not be ab
gucli along distance epert? This house was built by Aviah Taylor,
_and the tract which he "took up’ remsined in the name for = long
time, but ell ave now gone, end it descended in title 40 the Baily
Brothors, The morter ie almost a3 hard es the brick, and it ip
indead 8 flinty scrt of a structure. The windows on the west gide
wore four in masber, The north side hed two, which weve vary suall,
ad 2ll had leaden gash. The eyeaight of thege poople waa good,
hence no Prench-plate pglage weg weed. The mouwnt uwon whlch the
houge shemds I heve heard way made by some people of o nore sacient
rece, bub this I we uneble to agy to & corbalnty. Ilmramm
ﬁmmmfmm,mitwmmmmﬂ o
memthQamwMWM'sanmm@mm
tut X think 1t was aboul the year 1700. I heave e£lso a large ogken
cheat, vhich they brought with them end which contained 211 their
wardrobe. It would not be large enough to supply the pants of B
fandly in these timea.' Ve mey add thebt Me, John iz g descondsnt
of the men w0 erected the house, of which he furnishes g the above
sorap of local higtory.®

Prepared by Berd Anderson - August 1358

Surmtor, Chemher Coumty Hgtorical Socdiety

1. Architectursl cherscter: This house has archiiecturel
intarvest becausa of its esrly date, 1724, and Leceuse
eome of the originsl deaipgn ig preserved,

2. Condition of fabria: Felr

B. Techinical Dmiption of Exterior:

1. Oversll dinensions: Tmmﬂmﬁa&faﬁuﬁe&—
29’*’?30' S
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Fowdations: Stone

Wall construction: Briek
Forcheg: Porch on west front
Chimneys: Retmilt

Openinga: : .

8. Doorways end doors: Origloal opemings gtlll present,
with one additicnsl deor in the gouth wall.

b. Windove end shutiers: Oclgingl openinga, no shutters,
On the south &lde & second-story window heg been

Roof':

8. Shape, meriag Steep pitch - wooden shingles.

b. Cowmice, caves: Returns on novth snd south aldes
gous; west front cornice repleced.

¢, Domers: m

Tachnienl Dageriptics of Interiors:
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Flooy plang: The fivet (loor conglsded, end #till doss,
ﬁi’tmnm,them-iginalmﬁngﬁmplmismm
noeth wall, with atalrg to the left wd 8 ologet to its
right - enoh with @ very small window, On the second

oo the lsvge norih bedros: hed a small £iveplace (now
vallod up) and oo suell ones in the south half. The

cid partitdong hevs been repleced.

Stalrweys: Tbaataim as depeyribed above, isatil}.
mmetmpmm,mmmmmﬁm

Floowing: (nly sttlc retains old floors.

Yell end celling finish: Plaster

Soorwwys axd doows: ome lefl

Trim:  Almest nothing ordginal laf%

Bexdware; Nothing oeiginel lefh

Lighting: lone

Heeting: Both oripinsl fireplaces have bean ologed.

Bite:

1.

{emersl getiing mmd orientetion: Situsied on & mound,
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ABIAH TAYIOR HOUSE
Paga §  pa-204
Enclogures: lono
Outbuildinga: Sprdng bouse aod barn
Welks: MNoae '
Landsceping: Hone

Proparod by Bart Andexrscon ~ August 1958
Curatcx, Chegter County Historleal Soclaby



